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and the melodramatic music, retained a fair 
share of the characteristics of the music of 
Ireland, although he has not been strikingly 
successful in preserving its exquisitely 
plaintive^tender quaintness. Still, las a whole 
the "Lily of Killarney" is an admirable 
work, and will, we hope, win its way. into 
popularity; 

Miss Bichings acted and sang the role of 
Eily O'Connor, with spirit and taste. Since 
we last heard her her voice has decidedly im- 
proved ; it Is smooth'er'ahd sweeterj and her 
style is much more subdued — points which 
have added much to the success of her artis- 
tic efforts'. She was warmly applauded 
throughout, and deserved it. We should like 
to know, however, why Miss Bichings always 
comes out in a blaze of light ? Wherever she 
appeal's she is sure to be attended by sun r 
light or moonlight, which, to say the least 
of it, is a little curious. 

Mrs. E. Seguin looked very charming, and 
sang both fluently and tastefully. Her voice 
is very beautiful, and she uses it very expres- 
sively. She has become more at ease on the 
stage, and is to-day one of our liiost promis- 
" ing operatic artists. 

Both Mr. Castle and Mr. Campbell have 
greatly improved by their constant public 
praotice. Mr.-Castle sang his song in the 
third act exquisitely. He exhibited a tender, 
earnest, passionate grace whichfairly carried 
his audience "by 'storm, and; won both ves-^ 
pect and admiration from all competent 
critics. We know 110 one who at this mo- 
ment could go and do likewise. Mr. S. 
C. Campbell sang admirably throughout ; his j 
voice is as rich and beautiful as ever, and he j 
has gained that ease on the stage which alone I 
was needed to make his position assured. ' 

Mr. Pierre Barnard has a fine voice, and 
sings at times exceedingly well, but his style 
is unsettled and needs forming. He has good 
natural advantages, and will doubtless aim 
at the highest position.. The other charac- 
ters were well sustained, and the chorus was 
generally good. The orchestra, with the ex- 
ception of being generally too loud, lacking 
color sadly, executed the partition well. The 
whole was ably conducted by Mr. W. C. Deit. 
rich. , , 

We are promised, by this Company. during 
the season, the production of W; V.Wallace's 
beautifid opera, the," Desert Flower." We 
^congratulate the public upon the opportuni- 
ty of hearing this fine work. 



command success, if Success" is i possible in 
such times. v 

Madame La Grange, the prima donna, is 
too well known here to need any endorse- 
ment from us, but we may say, that of all 
artists who have visited us, none have 
achieved so wide and lasting a popularity, 
and not one has so well deserved the proud 
distinction of never having once disappointed 
the public. In short, she is an artist of the 
highest ability and without reproach. 
1 Miss Adelaide • Phillips " is by general, 
consent the leading operatic contralto in the 
country, and has fully sustained that po- 
sition, not only here but in Europe. Brig- 
noli is beyond dispute the pet tenor of New 
York, and hundreds will flock to hear once 
more upon the stage the silver-voiced tenor. 

The other artists are worthy to associate 
with this brilliant trio. All will recognize 
and welcome the names of Miss McCulloch, 
Miss Merrifield, Massamiliani, Orlandi, Ban- 
dolfi, Colletti, and Susini. 

With such a company, in addition to the 
excitement to behold the new Opera House, 
a crowded and brilliant audience will witness 
the inauguration of Mr. Pike's new and 
costly enterprise. 

Opening of Pike's Opera Postponed. — In 
consequence of an accident to Signor Brig- 
noli, the opening of Pike's Opera House is 
postponed ^ until /Thursday-. -evening. next,. 
Jan. 9th. 

BISTOBI AT THfTtHEATRE FRAN- 
CAISE. 
This great artist has drawn fashionable 
and crowded audiences during the present 
week to witness her glorious representation 
of Marie Antoinette, certainly the crowning 
glory of her brilliant career. She will give 
a few more representations nexit week, previ- 
ous to her departure for Havana, so that all 
who have not seen .her should take advan- 
tage of the last opportunities that can be 
afforded them. 
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OPENING OF PIKE'S OPERA HOUSE. 

On Monday evening next, Jan! 6th, this 
gorgeous and beautiful Opera House will oe 
opened to the public, by the Italian Opera 
Company under the management of Mr. 
Max Strakosch.; Mr. Strakosch brings a 
powerful combination of attractions to ' in- 
augurate this new temple of art, which must 



Since our last review of the Exhibition, so 
.many new pictures have been added, and so 
many withdrawn, that we almost have to re- 
cord a. new opening. ■ < 
, Among the most prominent of these are 
three by Thomas Cole, making a series* num- 
bered 245, 246 and 247, and entitled, "The 
Cross and the World. " At this day, it is hard- 
ly worth while to speak critically of Cole's 
pictures, save to commend his genius and 
declare he was among the few artists who al- 
ways painted witii on idea. • The- three pic- 
tures represent tire allegory of a pilgrim set- 
ting out, pursuing, and ending the journey 
of life. The first is that of two youths sepa- 
rating, one taking his way to the world, the 
other to the cross, each of which objects are [ 



delineated by the artist in the sky. The se- 
cond-picture shows the pilgrim beset by dan - 
ger and storm, but still pursuing his way, 
gazing steadily forward to the cross. The 
third gives us the aged man, having reaohed 
his journey's end, received by the trio of an- 
gels, and drawing nigh the cross. The pic- 
tures are brilliant in color, and have a 
breadth of imagination that courts some- 
thing more than a passing glance. The pic- 
tures are for sale. 

No. 603 is a portrait of Admiral Dupont, 
by Huntington, deserving much praise 
for |the figure, but marred sadly by a 
muddy, stormy background. We cannot see 
any reason the artist should create a stormy 
sky around the Admiral's head, especially as 
he is not on shipboard. 

Next to this, No. 602, Story has a gopd 
full length of a lady, in whieh the draperies 
and surroundings are very nicely managed, 
and the flesh good. 

Bierstadt has added a picture, No. 254, 
" Mount Hood," which has all the fine tech- 
nique of the artist, and all his peculiar effects, 
in this case somewhat exaggerated. For the 
purpose of showing out his snow-covered 
mountain in. the fullest degree, he has put 
the main body of his picture in sombre 
mourning, giving us broad day in the back- 
ground,' morning in the foreground, and 
nightin the middle. distance. 

Mr. J. A. Oertel has a strong picture, en- 
titled "Faith, "not entered on the catalogue. 
There is a dullness about its color, but the 
water is well managed. 

Nos. 287 and 292 are dogs, by Mr. George 
B. Butler^ bold and life-like, showing an. un- 
derstanding by the artist of the work he 
took in hand. 

No. 293 is "October," by Ehninger, more 
brilhant and natural in color than the gener- 
ality of this artist's pictures, and a great im- 
provement on those he has heretofore exhib- 
ited. 

No. 273, "An Afternoon in Haying Time," 
by J. B. Bristol, is a clever picture, warm iu 
color and good manipulation. 

No. 633 is Edwin Forbes' picture of " A 
Lull in the Fight at the Wilderness, May 7th, 
1864." In this picture, Mr. Forbes has giv- 
en us a sample of the stuff of which he is 
made that will not bear passing over lightly. 
The picture is life itself, and not imagina- 
tion. The artist has seen all he paints, and 
gives the soldier as he is in camp, not as the 
majority of those who have painted 
scenes during the late war give him, so in- 
vested by then" imagination that the reality 
is gone. The inevitable group of card-play- 
ers;* the refugees and rebs, who have just 
come in or been brought in; the boy in blue, 
who thinks almost as much of his gridiron 
and sauce-pan • as of his shooting-iron, and 
carries them with him everywhere; the con- 
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traband and his mule; the camp fire and the 
coffee-making, are all there, to the very life. 
While we commend the strict character of 
Mr. Forbes* pictures, we see strong room for 
improvement in his color; it wants strength, 
and to be divested of a certain haziness. - 

No. 76 is denominated " Valley of the 
Connecticut, Walpole, N. H.," by Alfred C. 
Howland, and is the most remarkable picture 
in the room. What part of that Valley Mr. 
Howland saw suoh trees, hills and fields in 
we cannot imagine, for such colors we dicl 
not believe to exist out of fairy land. To say 
that .al} the colors of the rainbow are there 
would be but a small description, and if Mr. 
Howland has painted nature from his own 
view of it, nature ought oertainiy to be oblig- 
ed to Mr. Howland for touching her up in 
most gorgeous array, out-Heroding Herod in 
tints. 
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The Atlantio Monthly is a late but wel- 
come visitor this month. It is understood 
that the visit of the author of the Pickwick 
Papers, has demoralized the whole business 
of Ticknor & Fields; that down to the 
printer's devil, every one has suffered from 
Dickens on the brain, which satisfactorily 
accounts forjhe late appearance of the At- 
lantic. The contents for the January, 18G8, 
number, are of an unusually light and popu- 
lar character, and are: so varied as to form 
one of the most readable, iii a general sense, 
magazines of the day. The following is a 
list of the articles: "The Wife," a poem; 
Flotsam & Jetsam, Part I.; Pitttsburg; 
Doctor Molke's friends, part I. ; The 
Combat of Diomed and Mars, part I. ; Our 
Second Girl; Oldport Wharves; The Late 
President Waylond; Byeways of Europe; 
Aspects of Culture; In the 'Twilight; Mrs. 
Johnson; Hawthorne in the Bostom Custom 
House; The Old Masters in the Louvre, and 
Modern Art; George Silverman's Explana- 
tion; Beviews and Literary Notices, kc. It 
is a most attractive number. 

We have received from J. W. Schermer- 
horn & Co. the January number of the New 
York Teacher, ~and American Educational 
Monthly. The work is devoted to popular 
instruction and to literature, and is very ably 
conducted. It contains a vast amount of 
useful information upon the subjects to which 
its columns are devoted, and its editor seems 
perfectly familiar with all the educational 
movements of the day. The subjects treated 
of in the present number are as follows: 
"Inner Life of Reform Schools," by B. K. 
Pierce ; " The Classification of the Sci- 
ences," by 0, W. Wright; "The Object of 
School Training ;" "Intervention of Gov. 
ernment in Education," Miss S. A. Osgood; 
< • Grammatical Notes, "by S. W. Whitney ; 
"Cloverbobs; or, how Dr. Bounder beat his 



boys;" "The Tear;"; "Shall the. truth be 
told abtrat school books ?" "Where are the 
Mothers?" "Play Grounds," and "A Bene- 
diction," together with Educational Notes, 
Current Publications, and Inventions for 
Schools.. . ' - ; • , ' 

JDemwest's ". Young America, "a magazine 
for boys an d girls, is out for January, 1868, 
and is full of matter interesting and instruct- 
ive for young people. It is well got out, 
.with colored illustrations, and very cheap. 

The FXto»iTB:^F4i!b'rblliu% 'Giiruey-& Son, 
have just issued a large and admirable Chro- 
molithograph of a female head, entitled the 
"Favorite." The faoe is eminently beauti- 
ful, large eyes, ripe lips and rounded cheeks, 
with a look of mingled tenderness and intelli- 
gence. It is no ideal woman, but true flesh 
and blood, the original of which"; we under- 
stand, is at this moment one of the reigning 
beauties of Paris. Its exeaxttiou is in the 
highest style of Fabronius, finely drawn and 
modelled, with shadings as soft as the velvet 
skin' it is intended to represent. We believe 
that tlus charming picture will be a popular 
favorite, and will be found illuminating a 
thousand bachelor rooms whose solitary oc- 
cupants will gaze on a home angel to them 
unattainable — and se_rve them right. 



Miss Antonia Henne will sing at the next 
regular Sunday Evening Concert. She will 
also sing at Newport and Providence on the 
13th and 14th of the present month.'' This 
excellent young artist is rapidly rising into 
popularity. 

Mr. I. B. Poznanski will perform at Miss 
Jenny Busk's concerts at Baltimore and 
Washington next week. 

Mb. J. N. Pattison will perform at Mr. 
Caswell's Subscription Concert, at Jersey 
City, next week. 

MUSICAL MISCELLANY. 



Mignon, the last new opera by Ambroise 
Thomas, has created quite a furore at Stras- 
bourg and Lyons! At the former place 
M'lle. Menal, a young debutante, took the 
character of Mignon with great success. 
The other parts were distributed between 
M'lle. Balki,- Bachtenon andBonnefuy, who 
acquitted themselves in the most satisfactory 
manner. The work itself "has created a 
great sensation. The public of Strasbourg 
are truly musical connoisseurs, and con 
judge readily whether the sucoess is "due to - 
the interpreters or to the work itself. M. 
Schwab, himself a. composer of great merit, 
speaks in the following terms of commenda- 
tion of this creation of Ambroise Thomas: 
" It is a lyrical work of great-value. When 
listening to it we feel that we are in the 
presence of a great musician; a man of pro- 
found, poetic and elevated thought; a. man 
in love with his art, aud withj^h'e ability of 
showing that love in hia creations. Such 
perfection of form, such truth of expression, 
such variety of coloring! Everyshade is as 
distinct as a pointer's brush could make' it. 
Such an air of elegance surrounds every- 
thing he does, that we feel no work of his 



ever goes upon the stage until entirely per- 
fect—every roughness of the statue rubbed 
down. In ' Mignon ' all this is displayed 
to the greatest advantage. The accompani- 
ments, its orchestration, prove it to come 
from the hand of a master, and from the 
brain of a creator." _ 

The new Lyric Theatre which is no* being 
built in London, will be called the St. 
George's Opera House. It is to be dedicated 
to French music only. One of our con- 
freres asks, and very pertinently, we think, 
" how about the Copyright Act? " 
■' .Sppbf *s " Jesspnda " id in preparation at 
Leipsic. 

At the.close- of a Concert given at Meim- 
imgen, Alfred Jael, the great pianist^ was 
named a Chevalier of the Order of Ernestine 
by his highness the reigning Duke of Saxe- 
Meimimgen. 

It seems that Gounod's " Columbe " has 
not absolutely succeeded at Brussels. With 
such a master as Gounod one would hardly 
think it possible that such a thing could 
occur, and at a time, too, when Borneo is .in 
the zenith of its success at the Theatre de 
la Morinai. The critics say that it is the 
fault of the Libretto. That the casket is 
too magnificent for the jewel. 

The Eighth Subscription Concert, given 
at the Gewandhaus on the 5th of December, 
fell upon the anniversary of Mozart's death. 
Seventy-six years have rolled by since the 
eyes of the great master were closed forever, 
but his works shine forth with a brilliancy and 
a beauty which neither time nor change can 
diminish. Some of his most beautiful pieces 
were performed on this occasion. In the 
first part of the Concert the Symphony in 
Sol minor; the overture of the Magic Flute, 
and "Mon mi. dir," with its magnificent 
recitative from Don Giovanni, which was 
grandly sung by M'me Garay Lichmay, who 
also sang a very beautiful air from Le Roi 
Manfred, an opera written by the Maitre 
de Chapelle, Carl Reinecke. Fugitive pieces 
from the same opera filled up the second 
part of the Concert. M. Reinecke was 
called Out at the close. 

On the night following the destruction of 
Her Majesty's Theatre, London, by fire, the 
Bellville, at Paris, was consumed, and 
scarcely anything but the walls left standing. 
We are sorry to record that M. Foumier, . 
lieutenant of engineers, and five of his men," 
went into the Foyer of the theatre and were 
precipitated beneath, falling pell-mell with 
the debris and the burning timber a distance 
of many feet. Aid went to them immedi- 
ately, and they were raised by means of 
ropes, but they were in a deplorable state. 
Fears are entertained for the bfe of M. Four- 
nier, but the others, though severely in- 
jured, will probably recover. 

The learned maestro Giovanni Pacini 
died recently at Pesera, in Tuscany, where 
he lived in retirement after a laborious and 
useful life. Pacini had the honor of being 
a friend, of Rossini, whose fame far eclipsed 
his own, but that did not prevent his wri- 
ting operas with marvellous facility. It 
would be almost impossible to enumerate 
them; the number might possibly amount 
to a hundred. Some of them achieved 
great popularity. At his death he had 
reached the ripe old age of seventy-one 
years. 

We notice also the death of Francisco 
Maria Piare, the collaborates? of Verdi. He 
was the author of the librettos of Ernani, 
Rigoletto, Traviata, etc. 



